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Presidentõs Report 
By Ken Cooley.  

 

Since this will be my  last contribution as President to 

the Browser I would like to summarize a few 

significant developments that have occupied the 

BCLA Board and Executive over the past year.  

During 2009/2010 BCLA has contended with a 

number of difficult issues both external ly, as it 

responded to worsening financial situation and 

internally, as it sought to rationalize its complex 

organizational structure while maintaining the 

standard broad spectrum of services to members.  

 

Governance  

Over the past year, it has become clear that BCLAõs 

structure needs to be continually reviewed.  Moving 

forward into 2010/11 BCLA will initiate a 

comprehensive review of its governance structure 

and the existing Committee structure to ensure that 

all Committee mandates and procedures are current  

and valid.  

 

Finance  

BCLAõs financial situation weakened significantly in 

2010.  In responding to these developments, the 

Executive has sought to document and improve our 

understanding of BCLAõs financial operations.  This 

exercise underlined the need for  an annual Executive 

orientation that would serve to keep understanding 

of the details of our relationships with other 

organizations current.  

 

In another response to our financial challenge, the 

Fund Development Committee will be re -energized 

and charged with developing other options for fund 

raising with the hope of offsetting this yearõs losses 

and setting BCLA on a more independent path in 

terms of its own budgetary resources.  

 

Advocacy  

Throughout late fall 2009 and into winter 2010 BCLA 

has worked with  partner organizations BCLTA and 

ABCPLD in organizing and preparing to meet with the 

Minister of Education in an effort to keep issues of 

library funding before the Ministerõs eyes.  BCLA 

Executive Director, Alane Wilson and BCLTA President 

Andy Ackerman h ave devoted a great deal of effort 

and skill to the preparation of suitable materials and 

in presenting them to the Minister.  

 

Communication  

Beginning in 2009, The BCLA Reporter became the 

BCLA Browser the online electronic newsletter of the 

Association.  The browser continues to cover all 

aspects of the Associationõs organizational issues and 

events.  Congratulations to Editor, Sandra Wong, for 

her conscientious work in filling the Browser with news 

every quarter.  

 

For an Association that finds itself so o ften called on 

to make public comment or to respond to issues 

arising from actions both within the Library 

community or from external events, the Executive 

found that BCLA had few resources and limited 

experience in public relations.  Despite willingness 

and ability in the BCLA Office, it was recognized early 

in 2009 that developing a well functioning public 

relations programme within the organization would 

require some outside expertise.  To that end 

Executive Director, Alane Wilson, has worked with 

Rebus Creative to develop public relations resources 

for use within BCLA. These will be ready for the 2010 -

2011 Board members in the early summer.  

 

BCLA Office  

As always, the BCLA Office has continued to provide 

consistently timely, enthusiastic and skilful supp ort to 

the Executive, the Board and to membe rs.  I would 

like to thank both: our Executive Director, Alane 

Wilson and our Office manager, Allie Douglas for their 

outstanding competence and good humour even 

during this difficult year.   

 

 Ken Cooley  is the  

Associate University Librarian,  

Reference and Collection Management Services  at  

The McPherson Library, University of Victoria .
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Going Forward  
By Alane Wilson.  

 

 

It may be no surprise that, as an Executive Director of 

an association, I muse a lot abou t trends in 

membership in associations and volunteering and 

what these may mean for library associations.  

 

  

 2010 Hugh MacLeodõs gapingvoid  

Life is indeed too short and full to do anything that 

does not matter to you. But the form òsomething that 

mattersó takes has changed over the decades, and 

perhaps mostly quickly in the last decade. This is not 

disconnected from the retirement of the Boomer  

generation from the work force, and is supported by 

profound changes in òconnectingó technologies and 

services.  

 

Much of what is said and written about the future of 

associations posits a decline in membership that will 

put many associationsõ existence at risk. Some 

associations have seen large drops in membership 

and this is often attributed to demographic shifts. The 

statement goes something like this: The pool of 

traditional (Boomer) members is diminishing and the 

Gen Xers/Millennials are not joiners.  

 

I do not believe that is true. What is true is that the 

definition of joining has changed, as has the practice 

of participation.  Millions of people join Facebook 

where they participate actively. Young people 

volunteer at higher rates than Boomers.  So, what has 

changed is a perception of value ñthe value 

proposition,  in marketing speak. Traditional 

associations have seen or will see a decline in their 

value propositions for current or potential members.  

 

In our own community, CLA has seen a significant 

decline in membership and, as a result, is in full -blown 

self-analysis mode.  Fortunately, so far, BCLAõs 

membership has stayed stable but this does not 

mean we can be complacent. While membership is 

stable, it is a struggle to find people to volunteer for 

Board positions, and for committee work, and can 

lead to assumptions about inevitable decline and 

disappearance.  

 

BCLAõs Value Proposition 

It is clear to me that people, regardless of the 

demographic box they belong in, still join; still 

participate in so mething that matters. So, the 

challenge for BCLA is to be an association that 

matters, one that people want to belong to and give 

of their time to for the benefit of all.  This means 

making sure that the structure of the association is 

right for its purpos e, and that attention and effort is 

focused on activities that contribute to that purpose.  

 

This means examining the current structured 

organizational model where sections, committees 

and special interest groups, task forces and so on 

attach like box cars to the locomotive. Instead, we 

probably must make room for self -formation of 

connection because people will increasingly expect 

it. This means looking at all of the following: ways to 

allow physical and virtual involvement, new ways of 

looking at the conce pts of participation, shedding 

boring and duplicative work, reducing time 

demands, examining the number of elected and 

appointed Directors and Chairs, and moving to a 

more holistic structure where staff and volunteers 

function as a participative parts of t he whole. It 

means paying more attention to membership 

recruitment and retention, and to raising funds to 

provide programs and awards. It means taking 

nothing for granted.  

 

It means change.  

 

òI am prepared to go anywhere, provided it be 

forward.ó Attribut ed to explorer David Livingstone, 

1813-1874. 

 

Alane is the Executive Director of BCLA.

http://gapingvoid.com/gv2-2/
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Resolutions Committee  
By Lynne Jordon.  

 

BCLA Members,  

Members of the Resolutions Committee are:  

Lynne Jordon, Chair, Resolutions Committee ð 

ljordon@gvpl.ca  or 250 413-0354 

 

Jon Scop, Intellectual Freedom Committee 

representative ð jscop@telus.net  or 604 215-1317 

 

Devon Greyson, Information Policy Committee 

representative ð bclaipc@yahoo.ca  

 

Copyright Committee representative  - Vacant  

 

Ken Cooley, President, BCLA, ex officio member  ð 

kcooley@uvic.ca  or 250 721-6088 

 

Alane Wilson, Executive Director, BCLA, ex officio 

member ð execdir@bcla.bc.ca  or 1-888-683-5354 

 

The Resolutions Committee will be circulating the 

resolutions received, to members 3 weeks prior to the 

Annual General Meeting on Sat urday, April 24 th, 2010. 

Resolutions Committee mandate is found at:  

 
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/Resolutions%20Committee/page/mand
ate.aspx  

The Resolutions Committee will also be reviewing the 

Resolution Procedures.  Resolution Procedures are 

online at:   

 

http://www.bcla.bc.ca/Resolutions%20Committee/p

age/procedures%20for%20submissions.aspx  

Please contact members of the Resolutions 

Committee for further information.  

Lynne Jordon, Past President, Chair, Resolutions 

Committee .

 

http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=mailto:ljordon@gvpl.ca
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=mailto:jscop@telus.net
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=mailto:kcooley@uvic.ca
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=mailto:execdir@bcla.bc.ca
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=http://www.bcla.bc.ca/Resolutions%20Committee/page/mandate.aspx
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=http://www.bcla.bc.ca/Resolutions%20Committee/page/mandate.aspx
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=http://www.bcla.bc.ca/Resolutions%20Committee/page/procedures%20for%20submissions.aspx
http://www.bcla.bc.ca/_alcd/etr.ashx?etuid=F8266D39-495A-4DB2-9293-C429DC949740&p=http://www.bcla.bc.ca/Resolutions%20Committee/page/procedures%20for%20submissions.aspx
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In the Media  
Compiled by Sandra Wong.  

 

 

Anne Degrace.   "How has the library changed your 

life?  " Nelson Daily News (January 26, 2010).  

 

Meg Rintoul.   "History buffs, cyclists and cooks alike 

will find help on library shelf.  " Harbour City 

Star (January 29, 2010).  

 

Kim Roberts.   "Celebrating Family Literacy Day in 

Kimberley.  " Daily Bulletin  (February 2, 2010).  

 

Darrell Bellaart.   "Survey results that will guide library's 

future out in summer; Island users had the chance to 

weigh in on a variety of issues.  " Nanaimo Daily News   

(February 8, 2010).  

 

Anna Robertson.   "A disturbing book at large.  " Daily 

Townsman  (February 10, 2010).  

 

Meg Rintoul.   "Spring into some books.  " Harbour City 

Star  (February 1 2, 2010).   

 

òCreston Library Workers Get ôSolidõ First Agreement.ó 

PR-Net  (February 19, 2010).  

 

Norman Oder. òWhistler Library Turns into Whistler 

Canada Olympic House: Other BC libraries focus on 

Olympics -related information, extend services .ó 

Library Journal  (February 22, 2010).  

 

Frank Peebles.   "City writer wins local history 

award.  " Prince George Citizen  (February 22, 2010).    

 

Anne Degrace.   "Owning the Podium.  " Nelson Daily 

News  (February 23, 2010).  

 

Mary Frances Hill.   "Design exhibit an invitation to 

imagine an urban Surrey; The challenge.  " The 

Vancouver Sun  (February 27, 2010).  

 

Stephen Hui. òBurnabyõs Susan Lambert elected 

president of B.C. Teacherõs Federation.ó The Georgia 

Straight (March 9, 2010).  

 

Jennifer Ditchburn. òTories cut funding for library 

Internet access.ó Globe and Mail (March 16, 2010). 

 

Stephen Hui. òSimon Fraser University takes steps to 

support open access publishing .ó Georgia Straight 

(March 27, 2010).  

 

 

 Sandra Wong is the Electronic Resources Librarian at 

Simon Fraser University Library.

 

http://pr-canada.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=167595&Itemid=59
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6720170.html
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6720170.html
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6720170.html
http://www.straight.com/article-296833/vancouver/burnabys-susan-lambert-elected-president-bc-teachers-federation
http://www.straight.com/article-296833/vancouver/burnabys-susan-lambert-elected-president-bc-teachers-federation
http://m.straight.com/article/300330
http://m.straight.com/article/300330
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Info Policy News: IPC Planning and Facts 

About FIPPA  
by Devon G reyson.  

 

This quarter's Info Policy news will focus on the results 

of the Information Policy Committee (IPC)'s recent 

strategic planning process. Read on to learn about 

the role of the IPC within BCLA, and the projects that 

will be our priorities in 2010.  One of these priority 

areas, Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy, inspires this issueõs 5 Facts About  feature, 

explaining the basics of FIPPA.  

 

Hot topics on the listserv lately have included open 

access (seemingly a perennial hot topic), ACT A and 

related intellectual property and treaty transparency 

issues, the Canadian governmentõs (lack of?) digital 

strategy, and Consumer Privacy Consultations by the 

Privacy Commissioner of Canada.  

 

We are eagerly anticipating the Information Policy 

theme issue(s) of the Canadian Library Associationõs 

Feliciter  magazine, of which IPC member Heather 

Morrison is a coeditor. And we look forward to the 

coming year with renewed focus on our committeeõs 

priority areas.  

 

2010 Directions for the Information Policy  

Committee  

In January, members of the BCLA Information Policy 

Committee gathered for a strategic planning 

meeting. Our priorities for this day were to:  

 

1. Review the committeeõs terms of reference 

and the BCLA bylaws  

2. Define the scope of our focus for the com ing 

year, and  

3. Plan some priority actions for the coming 

months.  

 

At our planning meeting, founding members of the 

committee shared the history of the committee in 

order to contextualize our status quo. The IPC grew in 

the 1990õs from a task force to a full committee of the 

BCLA board.  

 

The IPCõs role has traditionally been to advise the 

BCLA Board  of Information Policy issues that need to 

be addressed, and provide support in doing so by 

such activities as drafting letters and holding 

educational events.  

 

Official committee members  are active BCLA 

members who attend IPC meetings and/or otherwise 

carry out the work of the committee. However, our 

listserv includes many individuals who are not official 

committee members.  

 

Following a SWOT analysis, the committe e identified 

the following as priority issues for 2010:  

 

¶ Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy , including BC FIPPA  

¶ Open Media , including the open Internet 

and media democracy/diversity  

¶ Committee Communications , including our 

website, blog, and o utreach activities  

 

Stay tuned over the coming months for reports on our 

activities in these priority areas!  

 

5 Facts About: FIPPA  

1. FIPPA is the acronym for British Columbia's Freedom 

of Information and Protection of Privacy Act  

 

2. FIPPA has 2 main purp oses: governing Freedom of 

Information (FOI) requests for access to information 

held by public bodies, and determining how public 

bodies may collect, use and disclose personal 

information.  

 

3. PIPA, the Personal Information Protection Act , is the 

correspon ding law that governs how private 

organizations can collect, manage, use, and disclose 

personal information.  

 

4.  The B.C. Information and Privacy Commissioner is 

in charge of FIPPA and PIPA ð the current acting 

commissioner is Paul D.K. Fraser, Q.C.  

 

5. FIPPA is subject to legislative review on a regular 

basis. The third legislative review is currently ongoing, 

and BCLA, via the Info Policy Committee, is a 

participant.  
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For more information on FIPPA, PIPA, and the BC 

Information and Privacy Commissioner, s ee:  

 

¶ The website of The Office of the Information 

and Privacy Commissioner (OIPC): 

http://www.oipc.bc.ca/   

 

¶ The watchdog organization, the BC Freedom 

of Information and Privacy Association: 

http://fipa.bc.ca/home/  

 

¶ The office of the Privacy Commissioner of 

Canada: http://www.priv.gc.ca/       

 

 

 

 

 

About the Information Policy Committee  

The BCLA Information Policy Committee (IPC), a 

standing c ommittee of BCLA, aims to advance and 

preserve access to information, and to advocate for 

the public interest in government decisions relating to 

information policy.  

 

Any BCLA member is welcome to join the IPC. For 

more information, join our listserv by u sing the BCLA 

website listserv management tool here: 

http://www.bclibrary.ca/listservs/bcla/  

 

Devon Greyson is the Information Specialist at the 

UBC Centre for Health Services and Policy Research, 

and  Co -chair of the Information Policy Committee.

 

http://www.oipc.bc.ca/
http://fipa.bc.ca/home/
http://www.priv.gc.ca/
http://www.bclibrary.ca/listservs/bcla/
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ALPS Yodeler 
By Susan Paterson.  

 

 

Attend the ALPS AGM and Awards Luncheon at 

the BCLA Conference  

If you are attending the BCLA Conference April 22 -

24, 2010, please join us for the ALPS Annual General 

Meeti ng which will take place Friday, April 23 at 4:30 

p.m. Please stay tuned for the room location.  

 

Also please join us for the Awards Luncheon for the 

presentation of the ALPS award winner.  

 

Join the ALPS Executive  

Are you interested in meeting new people a nd 

serving the academic library community? Is there an 

idea or project that youõd like to develop? If so, 

consider serving on the ALPS executive.  

 

Currently the executive is seeking nominations for 3 

positions:  

 

Chair -Elect  (2-year term: 1 st year as chai r-elect, 2 nd  

year as chair). The chair -electõs main duties are to 

assist in planning the annual December meeting, to 

recruit members of the executive and to assist in any 

other events organized by ALPS. This yearõs chair-

elect and next yearõs chair is Hope Power at Simon 

Fraser University. 

 

Continuing Education Coordinator  (2-year term). The 

continuing education responsibilities are shared 

between two executive members for a 2 -year term. 

Each continuing education coordinator is elected on 

alternating years.  Responsibilities include serving on 

the BCLA conference planning committee, liaising 

with the BCLA continuing education committee, 

coordinating events with the BCLA group at SLAIS, 

and organizing continuing education activities 

throughout the year. The co ntinuing education 

coordinator who will work with you, in the 2 nd  year of 

his term, is Todd Rowlatt at Vancouver Community 

College.  

 

Recording Secretary  (1-year term). The recording 

secretary is responsible for taking minutes at the 

executive and ALPS memb ership meetings, updating 

the ALPS website and Facebook page and 

coordinating the content of the Yodeler, both in the 

BCLA Browser and on the Yodeler blog.  

 

The ALPS executive meets about 6 times a year, 

mostly via teleconference, and coordinates 2 -3 

even ts and a range of other activities.  

 

 

 

Susan Paterson is a Government Documents Librarian 

at the University of British Columbia and the 

Recording Secretary for the Academic Librarians in 

Public Service Section of BCLA.
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MarcEdit Workshop  
By Nancy Stuart .  

 

 

On February 3, 2010, approximately 20 attendees 

from Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland, and as 

far away as Kelowna participated in a 4 hour 

MarcEdit workshop led by Linda Woodcock, 

Technical Services Librarian from Kwantlen 

Polytechnic University.  

 
Some had never used MarcEdit and were anxious to 

learn about it.  Others had limited experience.   

MarcEdit is open source software developed by Terry 

Reese and is now in version 5.2.  It is a wonderful 

MARC editing tool, well loved by the library 

communi ty.  

 

This was a hands -on workshop so we learned by 

doing.  Some of the exciting things you can do with 

MarcEdit are clean up e -book records; add genre 

headings; change a |x to |v;  add local fields and 

call number fields; and write and save scripts to 

proc ess MARC files. 

 

We began by learning how to break and make a 

MARC file.  Another useful action we learned was to  

join or split files.  We then moved on to editing the 

records in a file.  We learned how to add and delete 

fields, add new subfields, update o ld or incorrect 

indicators and how to edit fixed fields.  There was 

plenty of practice time as we worked through 

exercises on the aspects presented.  We were able to 

have a hands -on experience because the workshop 

was held in the Technology Lab of the Vanc ouver 

School Board Office.  During practice time, Linda 

answered questions and also made a note to follow 

up on other issues.  

 

Once the file was edited, we compiled the file into 

MARC ready for loading into a library catalogue.  In 

the last part of the ses sion, Linda showed us how to 

batch process multiple files and how to write scripts 

using the script wizard.  Linda did an excellent job of 

teaching the basics of MarcEdit and allowing for lots 

of hands -on experience.   The MarcEdit workshop 

clearly exceede d the participantõs expectations.   

 

 

Nancy Stuart is the Technical Services Librarian at the 

University of Victoria.
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Freedom to Read Week across BC  
By Beth Davies.

 

This yearõs Freedom to Read Week (February 21st to 

27th, 2010) had librarians across the  province freeing 

books, blindfolding mannequins and doing all sorts of 

creative things to highlight intellectual freedom.  

 

Beyond the Blindfold at GVPL  

Avi Silberstein, the Outreach Librarian for Greater 

Victoria Regional Library describes their provocati ve 

and engaging Freedom to Read Week display.  

 

òWe thought it would be fun to have a mannequin ð 

blindfolded ð at the entrance to the library.  So we 

made a few phone calls and visited a few stores, and 

after some persistence were able to convince the 

owne r of a local consignment shop to loan us a 

mannequin.  

 

 

We picked out a mannequin that was lying on her 

stomach with her hands near her face, dressed her 

up in clothes from the consignment store, and 

propped a book up in her ha nds.  Then we tied on a 

blindfold.  We put her up on a table, and filled an 

adjacent table with banned/challenged books.  We 

also made sure to put up some signage explaining 

the display and that the books were there to be 

borrowed.  

 

The response we receive d was overwhelmingly 

positive.  Patrons loved it, staff loved it, and more 

than anything it got people to stop in their tracks and 

walk up to the display for a closer look.ó 

 

Books Freed in New Westminster and Victoria  

The New Westminster Public Library an d the University 

of Victoria both used the Book Crossing web site to 

release banned and challenged books in their library, 

campus and neighbourhood. Susan Henderson of 

the University of Victoria said, òWeõre very pleased 

the event has captured peopleõs attention and a lot 

more students are prepared to defend a book if 

called upon to do so at some point in their lives. ó 

 

 

 

For more great ideas from Freedom to Read Week, 

and to keep up with intellectual freedom issues and 

news : 

http://bclaifc.wordpress.com/  

Beth Davies is co -chair of the  

BCLA Intellectual Freedom Committee.

 

University of Victoria Librariesõ poster  

Avi and Leah with t he blindfolded mannequin  

http://bclaifc.wordpress.com/
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The Audrey and Harry Hawthorn Library 

and Archives Opens at MOA  
By Shannon LaBelle.  

 

On the weekend of Januar y 23-24, 2010, the UBC 

Museum of Anthropology (MOA) opened its doors to 

over 9,000 visitors who were keen to see the 

Museumõs new facilities, including the Audrey and 

Harry Hawthorn Library and Archives (AHHLA).  

 

The AHHLA is located in the new MOA Centre for 

Cultural Research at the intersection of public and 

research spaces in the Museum. Our new facility 

brings together three information professionals 

(Information Manager, Research Manager, and 

Archivist), a coordinator for the Oral History Studio, as 

we ll as temporary research technicians, Work Study 

students, and a Library volunteer committee.  

 

The AHHLA was made possible by the òPartnership of 

Peoplesó Renewal Project, a major renovation and 

expansion project at MOA, which received funding 

from the Can adian Foundation for Innovation and 

British Columbia Knowledge Development Fund, the 

University of British Columbia, UBC Faculty of Arts, the 

Koerner Foundation, the Museum itself, and other 

donors. In particular, the AHHLA is supported by an 

endowment fro m Henry Hawthorn, the son of MOA 

founders Audrey and Harry Hawthorn.  

 

The functions of the AHHLA  

The functions of the space are diverse but 

complementary. The Library has a non -circulating 

collection focusing on MOA staff publications, 

Museum Studies, Nort hwest Coast material culture, 

and world ceramics and textiles. The catalogue  is 

available online, and new items are featured on 

LibraryThing  and Facebook . 

 

The Archives, open by appointment, holds MOAõs 

institutional records as well as private records that 

reflect the collecting interests of the Museum. The 

Archives is currently creating a digital collection of 

Northwest Coast historical photographs.  

 

The Oral History Studio and media management for 

the Museum are also connected to the AHHLA. The 

Oral History Studio exists to work with communities 

and researc hers to record oral histories and to 

capture endangered languages in association with 

material culture housed at the Museum. The 

Information Manager is developing centralized 

management and access to digital media for the 

Museum.  

 
 

 

 

The Reciprocal Resea rch Network & MOA CAT  

The AHHLA provides access to and training in the use 

of two digital resources MOA was involved in 

developing: the Reciprocal Research Network  (RRN) 

and MOA CAT. The RRN is  a distributed network that 

enables collaborative research between MOA, B.C. 

First Nations communities, and major Canadian and 

international museums. The MOA CAT (digital 

catalogue) contains information about objects in 

MOAõs collection. 

 

Come visit us!  

We are excited to be working in this new space, and 

we see many opportunities for developing and 

improving information systems that cross library, 

archival and museum boundaries. We invite you to 

visit us Mon. -Thurs. 10:00-4:00 (to the end of April) or 

by ap pointment. Please email library@moa.ubc.ca  to 

learn more about our services and resources.  

 

Shannon LaBelle is the Research Manager at MOAõs 

Audrey and Harry Hawthorn Library and Archives.

 

Kirsty Dickson, a SLAIS Work Study student, examines 

archival documents at the AHHLA.   © Elizabeth Padilla  

 

http://tinyurl.com/nt53wy
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/moa_library
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Vancouver-BC/Museum-of-Anthropology/261008030084
http://www.moa.ubc.ca/RRN/about_overview.html
mailto:library@moa.ubc.ca
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A Display in an Envelope : Celebrating 

Freedom to Read at 38 Branches  
By Monica Finn.  

 

The Vancouver Island Regional Library system consists 

of 38 branches from Sooke at the base of Vancouver 

Island to Masset in the Haida Gwaii. To design a way 

for VIRL to celebrate Freedom to Re ad week, I knew I 

needed something interesting and  easy to ship.  

 

Creating a Display by Long Distance  

Last year at the library branch where I work, I printed 

the Challenged Books and Magazines List  available 

at the Freedom to Read Week website  and left it out 

beside some challenged books. Customers read it, 

standing at the display for up to 10 minutes. The 

document explains the reaso ns given for challenges 

as well as the result which I think grabbed attention 

more than a row of titles.  

 

The list hasnõt been updated in the past year but it 

would still be interesting. Throughout, I received help 

from Laura Beswick, Adult Services and Re adersõ 

Advisory Divisional Manager ñshe located 35 

Freedom to Read posters, one for almost every 

branch.  

 

The Freedom to Read Week website  gave me the 

main image of the display being challenged books 

wrapped in plai n brown paper with just enough torn 

away to reveal the title. I took images of the 3 covers 

to a print shop where 38 colour copies were made of 

Final Exit by Derek Humphry, Three Wishes by 

Deborah Ellis, and The Little Black Book for Girlz  by St 

Stephenõs Community House. These books were on 

the Challenged Books and Magazines List  as well as 

in the VIRL catalogue.  

 

A couple of weeks before the event, I sent an 

envelope out to  each branch with Freedom to Read 

posters,  Duo -Tang folders, and colour copies of 3 

book covers.  

 

By email, staff received the list of challenged books 

on PDF in order to print the first 12 pages and put 

them in a Duo -Tang. The same email included a 

pictu re Iõd made of the word BOOKS behind bars, 

two photos of the final display, and instructions on 

how to make the wrapped books.  

 

Rather than send books, each branch found 3 

discarded books of approximately the same size as 

the book covers. The òcoversó were secured to the 

books and then wrapped in plain paper ñthe larger 

branches had craft paper or sheets of brown paper 

but the smaller ones did fine with standard printer 

paper. Then the paper was peeled back in a strip to 

show the title of each book.  

 

As able , branches added chains, locks, and faux 

barb wire to their displays. They also added copies of 

any other challenged books that happened to be in 

the branch.  

 

What the other 37 branches thought  

Staff at the branches reported back with positive 

reviews of t he  ready made display and  that only a 

few minutes were needed to set it up. I think we all 

enjoyed sharing something throughout our 

widespread system.  

 

 Monica Finn is an Adult Services Librarian, Adult 

Services, at the Cowichan branch of VIRL in Duncan, 

British Columbia

 

The example of the final display emailed along with 

instructions.  

http://freedomtoread.ca/censorship_in_canada/challenged_books.asp
http://freedomtoread.ca/
http://freedomtoread.ca/
http://freedomtoread.ca/censorship_in_canada/challenged_books.asp
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Disgruntled library patron attacks 

blindfolded mannequin  
 

By Leah Pearse and Avi Silberstein.  

 

A good rule of thumb for all public libraries: if youõre 

not offending someone, youõre doing something 

wrong.  Thatõs how we knew we were doing 

something right when a lady stomped in and began 

beating up our display mannequin.   

 

òThis offends me,ó she yelled.  òThis really offends 

me.ó 

 

First things first: What was a blindfolded mannequin 

doing in the Central branch of the Greater Victoria 

Public Library?   

 

This year, we decided to create a provocative and 

engaging òFreedom to Read Weekó display.  We 

thought it would be fun to have a mannequin ð 

blindfolded ð at the entrance to the library.  So we 

made a few phone calls and visited a few stores , and 

after some persistence were able to convince the 

owner of a local consignment shop to loan us a 

mannequin.  

 

We picked out a mannequin that was lying on her 

stomach with her hands near her face, dressed her 

up in clothes from the consignment store, an d 

propped a book up in her hands.  Then we tied on a 

blindfold.  We put her up on a table, and filled an 

adjacent table with banned/challenged books.  We 

also made sure to put up some signage explaining 

the display and that the books were there to be 

borro wed.   

 

The response we received was overwhelmingly 

positive.  Patrons loved it, staff loved it, and it got 

people to stop in their tracks and walk up to the 

display for a closer look.   

 

Well, almost everyone loved it.  

 
 

Not the aforementioned disgruntl ed patron who 

attacked the mannequin.   But we reserve the right to 

keep books that will offend certain people, and the 

same applies to displays that offend certain people.  

In fact, the rallying cry of Freedom to Read Weeks 

past has been òThere is something in my library to 

offend everyone.ó  

 

This statement reminds us that in a free society, we 

are willing to be offended rather than censor what 

people say, think, do, and even read in an effort to 

ensure that no one is offended.  

 

And the mannequin -- did i t survive the attacks?  You 

better believe it.   

 

 

Leah Pearse  is the Teen Reading Club Coordinator  

 at the Greater Victoria Public Library.  

 

Avi Silberstein  is the Outreach Librarian  

at the Greater Victoria Public Library. 
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Preserving the UBC 2010 Wi nter Games 

Legacy with cIRcle  
 

By Tara Stephens.  

 

 

The 2010 Winter Games may be over, but the 

excitement  surrounding cIRcleõs 2010 Olympics and 

Paralympics Project is just beginning. The project, 

which began in earnest in October 2009, aims to 

showcase an d preserve UBCõs intellectual output 

related to the Games via cIRcle, UBCõs Information 

Repository.  The project librarian seeks out faculty, 

students, and alum ni who are discussing, researching 

and writing about  the many aspects of the 2010 

Winter Olympic s and Paralympics . Response to the 

project has been extremely positive with tremendous 

support received from the 2010 Olympic and 

Paralympic Secretariat, the UBC Library, and faculty, 

among others.     

 

This unique content recruitment initiative has create d 

valuable opportunities for cIRcle to connect with 

researchers, presenters and Games participants from 

around the world. During UBCõs Torch Relay 

Celebration on February 11 th, students, faculty, staff 

and visitors lined up at the popular cIRcle booth to 

test their Olympics and Paralympics knowledge with 

our trivia game òGo for the Gold!ó. Participants 

learned about the Information Repository and its 

services while celebrating the spirit of the Olympics 

and UBCõs contribution to the Winter Games.   

 

 

 

The projectõs momentum continued when the first 

contribution to the cIRcle 2010 UBC Olympics and 

Paralympics community was successfully archived ñ 

a presentation entitled, òThe open -source outbreak: 

H1N1, the Olympics and new directions for public 

health ,ó given by Jennifer Gardy (UBC alumnus, 

Researcher for the BC Centre for Disease Control, 

and popular Globe and  Mail blogger).  The 

download statistics for this presentation and other 

recently added items  from UBC Olympic Experts 

reflect a marke d interest in cIRcleõs Olympics-related 

content, making the repository a key player in 

preserving UBCõs 2010 Winter Games  Legacy.  

 

This sentiment was echoed in the opening address 

given by UBCõs University Librarian, Ingrid Parent, at 

cIRcleõs special event, òUp close with cIRcle: 

Revealing Your Research to the World,ó during 

Celebrate Research Week (March 8 th-12th). The event 

featured presentations from UBC scholars highlighting 

their experience using cIRcle to dis seminat e research. 

UBC Olympics Expert Joe Weiler  (Professor, Faculty of 

Law) described his own positive experience 

discovering the breadth and diversity of content 

being gathered by cIRcle a nd expressed much 

enthusiasm about the benefits to researchers in 

having ready access to this material.   

 

Be sure to visit cIRcleõs UBC and the  2010 Olympic 

and Paralympic  Games   page to view the l atest 

material and keep up to date with our progress!  

 

Details of cIRcleõs other projects and achievements 

are featured  in a slide show created by cIRcle 

Graduate Academic Assistant, Marisa Tutt ( MAS/ MLIS 

Candidate, SLAIS). The slide show is available via 

cIRcle here . 

 

Tara Stephens is the  

cIRcle 2010 Olympics and Paralympics Project 

Librarian at the University of British Columbia Library.

 cIRcle staff members Tara Stephens and Julia 

Thompson at the popular cIRcle booth during UBCõs 

Torch Relay Celebration.  Photo by Jill Pittendrigh.  

https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/21224
https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/21224
https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/21224
http://www.law.ubc.ca/faculty/Weiler/index.html
https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/17995
https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/17995
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/21928
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Free the Books : University of Victoria 

celebrates Freedom to Read  Week  
By Susan Henderson.   

 

This yearõs Freedom to Read Week  at the University of 

Victoria was organized jointly by the University of 

Victoria Libraries and the University Bookstore.  

To celebrate the 26th anniversary of FTRW, 26 

campus representatives released 26 challenged 

books on campus or around our region to spread the 

word about book challenges and book bannings. 

The released books will be tracked on the 

BookCrossing  website as they are picked up and 

read and left again in public places to continue their 

journey. Some books will have  a head start in their 

travels:  The Handmaidõs Tale has been mailed by one 

participant to a friend in New Z ealand to read and 

release òdown underó while another was left in the 

Calgary Airport.   

The wonderful part about our event was the cross 

section of participating campus representatives: 

students, faculty, university staff and senior members 

of the universi ty administration, including President 

David Turpin.  Penny Draper, winner of the Bolen 

Books Childrenõs Book Prize and Carla Funk -Hesketh, 

Victoriaõs first Poet Laureate were participants who 

represented the writing community. Marnie Swanson 

our University Librarian also participated ñhers was 

the  book left in the Calgary Airport.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you!  

Our thanks go to the following campus 

representatives for championing intellectual freedom 

in Canada:  John Barton, Krista Boehnert, Jamie  

Cassels, Simon Devereaux, Penny Draper, Joel 

Friesen, Anthony Goerzen, Carla Funk -Hesketh, 

Dianne George, Megan Hyska, Bruce Kilpatrick, 

Daniel Kilpatrick, Leslie MacDonald, Catherine 

Mateer, Heather McRae, Courtenay Nielsen, Michael 

Prince, Andrew Rippen , Mark Roman, Dan Scott, 

Gino Shifrin, Maddie Smith, Marnie Swanson, David 

Turpin, Lynne van Luven, Leanne Wiltsie.  

 

Publications  

Our campus news publication, The Ring , featured our 

FTRW event in the February issue and there is a follow 

up Op -Ed piece in the March issue . John Barton, the 

editor of the Malahat Review wrote the Op/Ed based 

on his personal experi ence releasing Daddyõs 

Roommate . Our student newspaper, the Martlet  also 

ran a feature article and display photo.  

 

 

Susan Henderson is the Communications Officer for 

the Universi ty of Victoria Libraries.

 

Photo of John Barton from The Ring, March 2010. Photo credit 

Robie Liscomb, University of Victoria.  

Photo of Marnie Swanson, Joel Friesen, Mark 

Roman from  The Ring, February 2010. Photo credit 

Don Pierce, University of Victoria . 

 

http://library.uvic.ca/site/freedomtoread/index.html
http://www.bookcrossing.com/
http://ring.uvic.ca/10feb/freedom-to-read.html
http://ring.uvic.ca/10mar/viewpoint.html
http://martlet.ca/article/20999-banned-books-released-on-and
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BC Research Libraries Group Lecture 

Series: Library as Publisher 
Katy Nelson.  

 

 

On March 18 and 19, 2010, the BCRLG presented a 

panel discussion entitled òThe Library as Publisheró.  

There were two presentations, the first one  at the 

University of Victoria Libraries on March 18, 2010 and 

the second one on March 19, 2010 at Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre, University of British Columbia.  

 

The speakers were Maria Bonn, Associate University 

Librarian for Publishing at the Univers ity of Michigan 

University Library, where she is responsible for 

developing and coordinating the publishing program 

and services of the University Library, including the 

University of Michigan Press and the Scholarly 

Publishing Office and Catherine Mitchel l, Director, 

eScholarship Publishing Group, California Digital 

Library (CDL).  Catherine is responsible for overseeing 

the strategic planning and development of 

eScholarship Publishing Services at the CDL.   In 

addition to supporting the eScholarship Reposi tory, 

CDL's Publishing Services are increasingly offered 

through collaborative projects with the University of 

California Press, and are a part of UC's broader effort 

to ensure a sustainable scholarly publishing system in 

the service of research and teachi ng.   

 

On March 18, 2010 at the Mearns Centre for 

Learning, UVic Libraries, Maria and Catherine gave a 

stimulating talk to the more than 30 librarians and 

faculty from various Vancouver Island institutions 

including UVic, Camosun College Library, Royal 

Roads University Library and Vancouver Island 

University Library.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maria discussed the creation and operational 

challenges of the Scholarly Publishing Office (SPO) 

and described how the services are integrated with 

other campus units like the University o f Michigan 

press.  After six years in operation, SPO is the publisher 

of nearly twenty, mostly open -access electronic 

journals, a small original monograph series, born -

digital special projects; and a provider of hosting 

services for large subscription -base d resources.  While 

primarily an electronic publisher, SPO also runs a print 

on demand program, with over 9000 books for sale 

on Amazon, as well as partners with the UM Press to 

create a joint imprint of open access and print books. 

  

Last year, the Univer sity of California Press and the 

California Digital Library (CDL) announced University 

of California Publishing Services (UCPubS), a joint 

program intended to respond to the publishing needs 

within UC.  UCPubS brings the complementary 

services of the press  and the library together to offer 

a rich suite of open -access digital and print 

publishing tools to the UC system centers, institutes, 

and departments that produce scholarly books. 

 Catherine  reviewed the progress of this program, 

including the motivation s behind their library -press 

collaboration, the specific services UCPubS provides, 

their outreach efforts across the campuses, the 

challenges theyõve encountered so far, and how 

other presses and libraries can build on this 

experience.    

 

On March 19, 2010 , Maria and Catherine gave a 

duplicate presentation at UBC which was webcast 

live to audiences outside of Vancouver.  

 

 

Katy Neslon is a librarian at the University of Victoria .
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Richmond Public Libraryõs International 

Living Room at the O Zone  
By Shelley J. Civkin.  

 

 

Now that the 2010 Olympic Winter Games are over 

and the Richmond O Zone is being dismantled, we 

can reflect back on what it means to host the world. 

But first, let me shatter all your illusions right up front. 

We started out being a librar y, thinking that 

international visitors would rush in to use the Internet 

and check out news from home all the livelong day. 

Next thing you know, weõve turned into a TV lounge, 

tattoo parlour, popcorn -serving cinema, face -

painting salon, and Ralphy the Rhi no photo op.  

 

Just so weõre clear, Iõm definitely NOT pooh-poohing 

our Olympic experience. Far from it. Richmond Public 

Library staff, on the whole, had a blast being part of 

the O Zone celebrations. But were we strutting our 

òlibraryó stuff to the world? Not really. We started out 

one thing and turned into another real fastébecause 

thatõs what our visitors wanted. And like fishermen 

say: You gotta bait the hook to suit the fish.  

 

Anticipating the audience  

Before the Olympics, we thought of it as a once -in-a -

lifetime chance to show the world that weõre way 

more than just your average public library. In a sweet 

turn of irony, we showed them that under 

exceptional circumstances, a library has got to be 

more  than just books, movies and technology. Itõs got 

to b e a flexible, fluid entity that responds to (or better 

yet, anticipates) its audience. It starts out with noble 

intentions, and then it gives the crowds what they 

REALLY want ð a warm, dry place to watch Olympic 

sporting events, get a Canadian flag tattoo and 

pose with Ralphy.  

 

It was a bonus when visitors happened to stumble 

upon the Crossroads area of our International Living 

Room, where we proudly displayed our Canadian 

Showcase of books, magazines and BookCrossing 

selections.  And if they actually looke d at the books 

and magazines, even better. But more often than not 

our awesome òFeed me Booksó book bags caught 

their eye, and the cultural experience was over. But 

were they happy? And did they love the look of our 

transformed, Canadian -flag -decorated lib rary. You 

betcha!   

 

 

We got comments like: òThis is the coolest library Iõve 

ever seenó and òThis is what every library should be. 

Itõs beautiful. Itõs comfortable. And itõs friendly!" and 

òMy little girl said this is a good day. She didn't expect 

to come  to the library and get a Muk Muk [painted] 

on her face...And you can watch TV here!ó  You 

canõt help but know that people liked what they saw. 

 

My impression is that a lot of international visitors were 

surprised by the cool interactive Coach Exhibit we 

had for kids, and the life -size Ralphy the Rhino 

standees where they could have their picture taken. 

And the huge Story of the Games  displays that 

documented each dayõs medal triumphs on the front 

pages of the Vancouver Sun and Province. What 

theyõd expected was books and maybe Internet 

stations, but what they got was way more.  

 

Experience full of surprises  

All I can deduce is that the muses must have been 

shining their beatific smiles on us, because not only 

did we get an unpremeditated drawing 

demonstratio n by Trevor Lai (creator of the Ralphy 

the Rhino book series and round library card) which 

200 people attended, but we also discovered 

Crowds watching the large screen TV cheer for another 

Canadian gold -medal win!  Photo by Brian Phillips.  






